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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: Re:State's Future-fit NHS report; No change to NHS prescription charges for 2026/27; Underinvestment threatening patient access to pharmacy; APPG report on pharmacy potential; Ministry of Defence to use paper FP10 forms.
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			Politicians and policy experts have cited integration, localism and prevention as some of the core components required to build a future-fit NHS. These themes emerged from Community Pharmacy England’s policy events at this year’s political party conferences, where discussions concluded that community pharmacy, in particular, is foundational to the Government’s ambition to deliver a community-centric, future-fit NHS.

The report highlights that community pharmacy already delivers vaccination programmes, health checks and screenings, medicines expertise, management of minor ailments, and preventative health services such as smoking cessation and weight management. Plus pharmacies are conveniently located and widely accessible for patients across the country

The publication of the report continues Community Pharmacy England’s engagement with political influencers, Government and other health bodies. Work continues to disseminate the findings outlined in the report and to demonstrate the compelling investment case for community pharmacy, as well as collaborative working across primary care to Government.









		Read more, including our CEO's statement 
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			The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has announced that the NHS prescription charge will be kept at £9.90 per prescription item for 2026/27.

A Government press release today confirms that the NHS prescription charge will be frozen, as well as the costs for prescription prepayment certificates (PPCs). PPCs offer savings for those needing multiple prescription items or when a patient is prescribed a listed HRT medicine.

Community Pharmacy England will soon update its resources to help pharmacies communicate these charges to patients.

Read more
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			Underinvestment in the sector is continuing to threaten the accessibility of community pharmacies to patients and the public, Community Pharmacy England has told a Parliamentary inquiry.

Dr. James Davies, Director of Research and Insights at Community Pharmacy England, gave oral evidence to the All-Party Parliamentary Health Group (APHG) on Wednesday 19th November. The session explored some of the changes that need to be made to help strengthen community pharmacy – and primary care – through the relieving of pressure and better coordination and integration across the system.

Tell me more









		






			APPG report calls for urgent action to unlock the potential of community pharmacy
The All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Pharmacy has published a new report, The Future of Community Pharmacy in England, recognising the essential and central role that community pharmacies must play in achieving the Government’s ambitions for health and productivity. 

The report emphasises that community pharmacies are vital to boosting NHS performance, tackling health inequalities, and delivering more care closer to home, stressing that achieving these Government goals will be impossible “without fully mobilising the community pharmacy workforce.” 

Continue reading









		






			Ministry of Defence (MOD) using paper FP10 prescriptions
DHSC has announced that from early 2026, the Ministry of Defence (MOD) will switch to paper FP10s. These prescriptions will be funded by the MOD, and not from the pharmacy contract sum.

In the interim, from Monday 24th November 2025, a trial of the new arrangements will take place from 6 MOD sites and their usual outsourcing pharmacies. 

More details here
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Tel: 0203 1220 810 | Email: comms.team@cpe.org.uk
Copyright © 2025 Community Pharmacy England, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you are subscribed to our newsletters. Community Pharmacy England is the operating name of the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee (PSNC).
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