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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: Protecting patient choice; CPCF negotiations commence; Annual flu letter published; Operational notices.
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			Community Pharmacy England is taking steps to tackle inappropriate EPS pharmacy nomination practices and service direction, which contravene the principles of patient choice.

Since concerns around certain IT functionality allowing automatic re-nomination (without patient consent) and the direction of services were raised, our Regulatory and IT experts have been working to address these issues with NHS England, the British Medical Association (BMA), and pharmacy IT system suppliers.

This has been a significant workstream and progress so far includes:
1. Issuing guidance on respecting patient choice for EPS nominations
1. NHS England writing to pharmacy IT system suppliers to reaffirm nomination guidelines (see progress update)
1. Working with NHS England to revise its nomination guidance for pharmacy teams and IT system suppliers

…and much more.

Gordon Hockey, Director, Legal at Community Pharmacy England, said:
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		Tell me more 
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			Negotiations on 2026/27 Contractual Framework commence
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has entered consultation with Community Pharmacy England on the 2026/27 Community Pharmacy Contractual Framework (CPCF). Detailed discussions begin immediately.

Government requirements dictate that negotiations must remain confidential, but we will update pharmacy owners on the outcomes as early as possible.

Read more









		






			Annual flu letter for 2026/27 published
The Department of Health and Social Care, the UK Health Security Agency and NHS England have jointly published the national flu vaccination programme letter for the 2026/27 season.

In summary:
1. There are no changes to eligible groups;
1. Pharmacies will only be able to vaccinate pregnant women from 1st September 2026 (other adult cohorts will start from 1st October);
1. There are two changes to the recommended vaccines that pharmacy owners will need to consider when finalising their orders; and
1. There is a reinforcement of the circumstances when the egg-based vaccine, IIVe, can be used.

Read the letter









		






			Operational notices
We would also like to draw your attention to the following recently published news articles.

Medicine Supply Notification: Co-trimoxazole 40mg/200mg/5ml oral suspension sugar free and Co-trimoxazole 80mg/400mg/5ml oral suspension
Co-trimoxazole 40mg/200mg/5ml and 80mg/400mg/5ml preparations are out of stock, meaning tablets or unlicensed supplies may need to be sourced to fulfil prescriptions. Read more

Temporary suspensions/closures
From 1st June 2026, Manage Your Service (MYS) will become the only route to noify ICBs of temporary suspensions/closures. Read more
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Inappropriate EPS nominations and service
direction are unacceptable and we are working
to bring about decisive action to stamp out
these practices. Pharmacy owners should not
be disadvantaged by the small number of
operators who attempt to manipulate the
system.

We welcome the strengthened measures being
taken nationally and will continue working to
ensure the rules are enforced consistently

and fairly. o8

Gordon Hockey
Director, Legal I Community

Community Pharmacy England Pharmacy
England
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