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Medicine Supply Notification  
MSN/2025/058 

 

This Medicines Supply Notification supersedes the National Patient Safety Alert 

issued on 29 July 2025. 
 

Antimicrobial Agents Used in Tuberculosis (TB) Treatment 
Tier 3 – high impact* 
Date of issue: 23/10/2025 
Link: Medicines Supply Tool 
 

Summary 
• Following the National Patient Safety Alert issued on 29 July 2025, the supply situation for antimicrobial 

medicines used to treat tuberculosis has significantly improved. 

• UK licensed packs of rifampicin 150mg capsules, rifampicin 600mg IV vials, and Rifinah® 300  
(rifampicin 300mg / isoniazid 150mg) tablets remain constrained and will be available intermittently. 

• Unlicensed imports of Rifampicin 150mg capsules, rifampicin 600mg IV vials, and Rifinah® 300 
(rifampicin 300mg / isoniazid 150mg) tablets  have been sourced in sufficient quantities to meet gap in 
supply of licensed packs; however, lead times may vary. 

• Licensed stock of other tuberculosis treatments is now available. To ensure fair distribution of licensed 
stock, monthly Trust-level allocations will be implemented across the UK for specific TB medicines as 
they become available. Allocation details will be shared directly with Trusts via their Regional Pharmacy 
Procurement Specialist (RPPS).  

• For full information on stock levels, allocations, importer details, and expected resupply dates, please 
refer to the Medicines Supply Tool. 

• Normal services can now resume, including latent TB screening / treatment  and, where needed, the 
prescribing of rifampicin capsules for non-TB indications in both primary and secondary care. Utilisation 
of available licensed stock and unlicensed imports should be optimised to ensure continuity of patient 
treatment. 

Action Required  
Secondary care pharmacy procurement teams, clinical teams (including prescribers, TB nurses, and 
clinicians), and any outsourced partners should: 

• coordinate prescribing and supply to ensure prescriptions are issued for appropriate durations, and 
to identify required stock and incoming supplies. 

• review stock levels of TB medicines regularly to maintain continuity of care. 
• order licensed stock in line with monthly Trust-level allocations for affected products, and only from 

the designated wholesalers (see Supporting Information). 
• maintain buffer stock of key TB medicines using unlicensed imports where licensed products remain 

unavailable. Specifically: 
o At least one month of rifampicin 150mg capsules and rifampicin 600mg vials 
o At least three months of rifampicin 300mg / isoniazid 150mg tablets (see Supporting 

Information); 
o At least one month of rifampicin 120 mg / isoniazid 50 mg / pyrazinamide 300 mg tablets.  

• liaise with Specialist Pharmacy Service (SPS) Regional Pharmacy Procurement Specialist in urgent 
cases to explore options for mutual aid between NHS provider trusts;  

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https:/www.england.nhs.uk/publication/a-guide-to-managing-medicines-supply-and-shortages/___.bXQtcHJvZC1jcC1ldXcyLTE6dW5pdmVyc2l0eWhvc3BpdGFsc291dGhhbXB0b246YzpvOmUzM2E4ZDYwMDMyMWUyNmNhOTYyNjE5YmFlOGUyNTc3OjY6YjU0ZjowZDQ5ZDM4ZWQwMjU2Y2Y2ZmY1YzE5YWM0MGYzZTNmMjFkOGM4Njg5NjA1NmI2ZWU3ZDZiNzNjOTNhZTAyN2MxOnA6VA
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https:/www.sps.nhs.uk/home/tools/medicines-supply-tool/___.bXQtcHJvZC1jcC1ldXcyLTE6dW5pdmVyc2l0eWhvc3BpdGFsc291dGhhbXB0b246YzpvOmUzM2E4ZDYwMDMyMWUyNmNhOTYyNjE5YmFlOGUyNTc3OjY6OTdlNzo3YzllZGU0NGQyNzlhZDA0M2RkNGE3OGM0MjJlZGUzN2FjYWFmZWJiYTMyMTA1MWNhMzU4ZmNiYTkyOWFmYmExOnA6VA
https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103267
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https:/www.sps.nhs.uk/home/tools/medicines-supply-tool/___.bXQtcHJvZC1jcC1ldXcyLTE6dW5pdmVyc2l0eWhvc3BpdGFsc291dGhhbXB0b246YzpvOmUzM2E4ZDYwMDMyMWUyNmNhOTYyNjE5YmFlOGUyNTc3OjY6OTdlNzo3YzllZGU0NGQyNzlhZDA0M2RkNGE3OGM0MjJlZGUzN2FjYWFmZWJiYTMyMTA1MWNhMzU4ZmNiYTkyOWFmYmExOnA6VA
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• counsel patients appropriately on any changes to their usual TB medication, particularly when 
switching from licensed to unlicensed products; and  

• liaise with primary care clinicians to review non-TB patients affected by the NatPSA (e.g., those 
whose rifampicin treatment was changed or stopped). 
 

Primary care clinicians can begin prescribing rifampicin capsules for all licensed indications where no 

alternatives are available and treatment is required. 

 

Supporting information  

Supply Information 

Availability of Licensed Stock and Stock Allocation Details 

There is sufficient UK licensed stock of the following TB medicines to meet ongoing demand: 

• Ethambutol 100 mg and 400 mg tablets 

• Isoniazid 50 mg and 100 mg tablets 

• Pyrazinamide 500 mg tablets 

• Rifinah® 150 tablets (rifampicin 150 mg / isoniazid 100 mg) 

• Rifampicin 100 mg/5 ml syrup 

• Rifampicin 300 mg capsules 

 

For the following TB medicines, current forecasts indicate that the availability of licensed stock may be 

intermittent and unable to meet full demand. Therefore, monthly allocation will be implemented across the 

UK, and any additional demand or supply gaps can be met with imported stock: 

• Rifampicin 150 mg capsules and 600 mg IV vials 

• Rifater® tablets (rifampicin 120 mg / pyrazinamide 300 mg / isoniazid 50 mg) 

• Rifinah® 300 tablets (rifampicin 300 mg / isoniazid 150 mg) 

• Voractiv® tablets (ethambutol hydrochloride 275 mg / isoniazid 75 mg / pyrazinamide 400 mg / 

rifampicin 150 mg) 

 

To support equitable distribution: 

• Allocations for Voractiv® tablets in England will be managed by Phoenix Healthcare, while AAH will 

supply the devolved nations. 

• For Sanofi products — Rifampicin 150 mg capsules, Rifinah® 300 tablets, Rifater® tablets, and 

Rifampicin 600 mg vials — allocations will be managed directly by Sanofi and distributed via AAH 

and Phoenix for secondary care. 

• Sanofi, in agreement with the Medicines Procurement and Supply Chain (MPSC) team at NHSE, 

manages available stock for primary care by verifying valid prescriptions before releasing medicines 

to ensure fair distribution. 

Regional Pharmacy Procurement Specialists (RPPSs) will share allocation details directly with individual 

Trusts. They will  monitor compliance with the allocation process and intervene where duplicate or non-

compliant orders are identified, particularly for Sanofi products. 
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Unlicensed Imports  

SPS Procurement has worked with the Medicines Procurement and Supply Chain (MPSC) team to centrally 

coordinate the allocation of unlicensed TB medicines. However, due to improved availability and to enable 

more flexible local management, central allocation of unlicensed imports has now ceased. Trusts are now 

responsible for ordering directly and should maintain at least a one-month buffer stock of key TB medicines 

using unlicensed imports where licensed products remain unavailable. This applies particularly to Rifampicin 

150mg capsules, Rifater® tablets, Rifampicin 600mg vials, and Rifinah® 300 tablets. 

The MPSC team will continue to monitor stock levels held by both Trusts and importers, as well as importer 

capacity to maintain supply. Trusts should refer to the Medicines Supply Tool, which remains the central 

source for up-to-date information on current supply status, allocation details, importer contacts, and 

expected resupply dates. 

Latent TB 

Regarding latent TB services, it is acknowledged that some services were paused due to medicine 

shortages. However, current stock held within Trusts, combined with the availability of unlicensed imports 

and limited licensed stock, should now be sufficient to allow services to resume. Prescribers can consider 

issuing full treatment courses where appropriate.  

Guidance on ordering and prescribing unlicensed imports 
 

Any decision to prescribe an unlicensed medicine must consider the relevant guidance and NHS Trust or local 
governance procedures. Unlicensed imports do not undergo any central quality assessment or suitability 
evaluation. Therefore, any import must be locally assessed in line with local unlicensed medicines processes.  
Please see the links below for further information: 
 

• The supply of unlicensed medicinal products, Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency 
(MHRA) 

• Professional Guidance for the Procurement and Supply of Specials, Royal Pharmaceutical Society 

• Prescribing unlicensed medicines, General Medical Council (GMC), 
 
 
Links to further information 
 
BNF Ethambutol preparations 
SmPC Ethambutol preparations 
BNF Isoniazid preparations 
SmPC Isoniazid preparations 
BNF Pyrazinamide  preparations 
SmPC Pyrazinamide preparations 
BNF Rifampicin preparations 
SmPC Rifampicin  preparations 
BNF Rifater®  Tablets  
SmPC Rifater®  Tablets  
BNF Voractiv® Tablets 
SmPC Voractiv® tablets 
TB Alert: Important Patient information  
 
 

Enquiries   
Enquiries from NHS Trusts in England should in the first instance be directed to your Regional Pharmacy 
Procurement Specialist (RPPS) or Associate RPPS, who will escalate to national teams if required.  

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https:/www.sps.nhs.uk/home/tools/medicines-supply-tool/___.bXQtcHJvZC1jcC1ldXcyLTE6dW5pdmVyc2l0eWhvc3BpdGFsc291dGhhbXB0b246YzpvOmUzM2E4ZDYwMDMyMWUyNmNhOTYyNjE5YmFlOGUyNTc3OjY6OTdlNzo3YzllZGU0NGQyNzlhZDA0M2RkNGE3OGM0MjJlZGUzN2FjYWFmZWJiYTMyMTA1MWNhMzU4ZmNiYTkyOWFmYmExOnA6VA
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/373505/The_supply_of_unlicensed_medicinal_products__specials_.pdf
https://www.rpharms.com/Portals/0/RPS%20document%20library/Open%20access/Support/toolkit/specials-professional-guidance.pdf
https://www.gmc-uk.org/ethical-guidance/ethical-guidance-for-doctors/good-practice-in-prescribing-and-managing-medicines-and-devices/prescribing-unlicensed-medicines
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/ethambutol-hydrochloride/
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/ethambutol-hydrochloride/
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=%22Ethambutol%22
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/isoniazid/
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=%22Isoniazid%22
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/pyrazinamide/
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=Pyrazinamide+
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/rifampicin/
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/rifampicin/
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=%22Rifampicin%22
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/search?q=%22Rifampicin%22
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/rifampicin-with-isoniazid-and-pyrazinamide/#indications-and-dose
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/rifampicin-with-isoniazid-and-pyrazinamide/#indications-and-dose
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/1596/smpc
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drugs/rifampicin-with-ethambutol-isoniazid-and-pyrazinamide/#indications-and-dose
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/10609/smpc
https://www.tbalert.org/news-article/tb-medication-supply-important-patient-information/
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REGION Lead RPPS Email 
Associate 
RPPS 

Email 

Midlands  Andi Swain andi.swain@nhs.net Dav Manku dav.manku@uhb.nhs.uk 

East of England  James Kent james.kent@nhs.net Tracy McMillan tracy.mcmillan2@nhs.net  

London  
Jackie 
Eastwood 

jacqueline.eastwood@gstt.nhs.uk  Daniel Johnson Daniel.Johnson@gstt.nhs.uk  

North East and 
Yorkshire 

David Allwood davidallwood@nhs.net Penny Daynes penny.daynes@nhs.net 

North West 
Richard 
Bateman 

richard.bateman@liverpoolft.nhs.uk  Andy Stewart 
Andrew.stewart@liverpoolft.nhs.u
k  

South East  Alison Ashman  Alison.Ashman@berkshire.nhs.uk  Melanie Renney melanie.renney@berkshire.nhs.uk  

South West  Danny Palmer danny.palmer@uhbw.nhs.uk  Natalie Bryson Natalie.Bryson@uhbw.nhs.uk  

 

Scotland 
nss.nhssmedicineshortages@nhs.scot 
Wales 

MedicinesShortages@gov.wales 
Northern Ireland   
RPHPS.Admin@northerntrust.hscni.net 

 
All other organisations should send enquiries about this notice to the DHSC Medicine Supply Team quoting reference 
number MSN/2025/058.   Email: DHSCmedicinesupplyteam@dhsc.gov.uk. 
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