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			This newsletter - sent on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - contains important information and resources to support community pharmacies across England.









		






			In this update: Pharmacy First threshold changes for rest of year; Help inform review of sector costs; Learn how we improved our impact in 2023/24; Pharmacy First myth busting.
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			Announced today at the Pharmacy Show by NHS England, Ministers have decided to make changes to the Pharmacy First payment thresholds for the rest of the year. These adjustments are being made in light of concerns raised by Community Pharmacy England.
 
Since the two previously agreed changes to the original thresholds, which were secured following our representations to the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) and NHS England, we have continued to press for further changes to the thresholds for the rest of this year.
 
The revised thresholds for the rest of 2024/25 are: 20 clinical pathway consultations in November and December 2024, 25 in January and February 2025, and then 30 in March 2025.
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		Read more, including Janet's full statement 
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			Community pharmacy owners are invited to share data to inform an important fiscal review of the sector.
 
With the sector struggling to cope under intolerable financial pressure, NHS England’s independent economic review offers an opportunity to demonstrate exactly what your pharmacy businesses are going through and Community Pharmacy England is supporting the call for pharmacy owners to get involved.
 
Frontier Economics, who are undertaking the review, estimate it will take around 15-20 minutes per pharmacy to complete, and any data you share will be anonymised. If you decide to take part, please consider your responses very carefully to make sure that you are providing full details of all of the costs involved in running your pharmacy.

Economic Analysis of Community Pharmacy – Expression of Interest

Find out more about the independent economic review









		






			Impact - an animation based on our 2023/24 Annual Report
Pharmacy owners can find out more about how adopting a new name helped Community Pharmacy England to increase its impact in a new animation.

During 2023/24 we changed our name to increase our impact and better reflect our mission as a unified and powerful voice for the sector. Our most recent annual report sets out our key efforts in this critical year on behalf of community pharmacy owners.

The new short video outlines our work in advocating for sector investment, negotiating on the Pharmacy First service, and supporting pharmacy owners with national services.
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		Access the full report 






		






			Pharmacy First myth busting
To help tackle some of the misconceptions around Pharmacy First, we have sought to address a series of myths about the service.









		
			MYTH: I can choose the appropriate quantity to supply to a patient when providing them with a medicine under a clinical pathway consultation.












			FACT CHECK: The Patient Group Direction (PGD) for the medicine that is being supplied states the dosing instructions and duration of treatment. Therefore, pharmacists should consult the relevant PGD to calculate the amount of medicine that should be supplied.

Read more myths to help increase your understanding of the service
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			Community Pharmacy England
Address: 14 Hosier Lane, London EC1A 9LQ
Tel: 0203 1220 810 | Email: comms.team@cpe.org.uk
Copyright © 2024 Community Pharmacy England, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you are subscribed to our newsletters. Please note Community Pharmacy England is the operating name of the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee (PSNC).
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Whilst not as much of a reduction in the
thresholds as we wanted, these changes at
least indicate Ministers are taking a much more S—
pragmatic approach to Pharmacy First ‘ B
payment thresholds. This has been one of the
key issues that we have been raising with the
new Government, alongside the desperate
wider financial position for community
pharmacies, so we are grateful that some
longer-term adjustments have now been made.
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